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Ensuring Safe and Functional Rental Properties: Queensland's 
Minimum Housing Standards 
 
As of September 1, 2023, Queensland will introduce minimum housing standards for all new 
tenancies, and by September 1, 2024, these standards will be applicable to all existing 
tenancies as well. The primary objective of these standards is to ensure that all rental 
properties in Queensland are safe, secure, and functional, providing clarity to tenants, 
residents, property managers, and owners regarding maintenance obligations. 
 
The minimum housing standards mandate that rental properties must meet the following 
criteria: 
 
Weatherproof and Structural Integrity: The property must have a roof and windows that 
prevent water from entering during rain. Additionally, the building's structure, including walls, 
ceilings, and roof, must be in good condition and safe for the tenant to inhabit, free from 
significant dampness or defects in decks and stairs. 
 
Safe Fixtures and Fittings: Rental properties must have fixtures and fittings, such as 
electrical appliances, which are in good repair and not likely to cause injury during normal use. 
 
Adequate Security Measures: All external doors and windows accessible without a ladder 
must have functioning locks or latches to secure the premises against unauthorized entry. 
 
Vermin, Damp, and Mold: The property should be free from vermin, damp, and Mold, except 
in cases where the tenant is responsible for causing these issues. 
 
Privacy: Rooms where tenants might reasonably expect privacy, such as bedrooms, must 
have curtains or other window coverings. 
 
Plumbing and Utilities: Rental properties must have adequate plumbing and drainage and 
access to hot and cold water suitable for drinking. Bathrooms should provide privacy, and 
toilets must be connected to a sewer, septic tank, or other waste disposal system. 
 
Functional Kitchen and Laundry: If a kitchen is provided, it must have a functioning cooktop. 
Similarly, if laundry facilities are offered, they must include the necessary fixtures for proper 
functionality. 

 
To understand the concept of weatherproof and structurally sound, weatherproofing entails 
ensuring that the roof and windows effectively prevent water from entering the premises during 
rainfall. On the other hand, structurally sound refers to the building's overall safety and stability, 
ensuring that walls, ceilings, and roofs are in good condition and not at risk of collapsing or 
being affected by significant dampness. Additionally, decks and stairs must be free from rot or 
defects to ensure tenant safety. 
 
To meet the minimum housing standards, all external windows, and doors accessible without a 
ladder must have functioning locks or latches to enhance the property's security against 
unauthorized entry. However, each property's assessment should be on a case-by-case basis, 
focusing on meeting safety and security requirements under the legislation. 

 
Regarding privacy coverings, only rooms where tenants might reasonably expect privacy, like 
bedrooms, require blinds, curtains, tinted windows, or glass frosting. Windows blocked from 
outside view by fences, hedges, or trees do not necessitate privacy coverings. 
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Responsibility for Mold, dampness, or vermin during the tenancy depends on the cause. If 
these issues arise due to problems with the property's structure, the property manager/owner is 
responsible for repairs. On the other hand, if the tenant's actions cause the issues, the tenant 
must take care of the necessary repairs. 
 
Tenants who believe their rental property does not meet minimum housing standards have 
various options available, depending on whether they have a general tenancy or rooming 
accommodation agreement. Information on these options can be found in the respective 
factsheets for general tenancies and rooming accommodations. 
 
In conclusion, the implementation of minimum housing standards in Queensland aims to 
ensure the safety, security, and functionality of all rental properties, providing tenants and 
property stakeholders with clear guidelines for maintaining rental properties. These standards 
contribute to a better living experience for renters across the state, promoting a healthier and 
more secure rental housing market. 

 
If you have any further questions on this matter, we would love to hear from you and help. 
Simply go to our web page and click on the tab ‘CONTACT US’ you can either leave us a 
message or contact us via mobile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember, this article provides general information and should not be considered as financial or legal advice. For 
personalized advice, always consult with professional financial and legal advisors before making any decisions. 

 


